


VINCENT
• Hello, I'm Vincent with the Mansion Players 

of Valencia County.
• Welcome to this sixth edition of our 

musical political satire show, Roundhouse 
Rock,

• in which we comment on state, local, and 
national news, people, politics, and events.
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VINCENT
• Before we get started, I'd like to remind 

everyone that this is a comedy show, and 
that we pride ourselves on making fun of 
everything we can on both sides --
Democrats and Republicans alike. 

• If we're joking about someone or 
something on your side -- whichever side 
that is -- just hang around for a few 
minutes more and we'll be turning out 
attention to the other side soon.
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VINCENT
• And please be aware that our singers 

and actors are just that: performers. 
• The songs they sing and the jokes they 

tell do not necessarily reflect their 
personal political views. 
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VINCENT
• It is not our intention either to offend 

you or to push or any particular political 
party or candidate.

• We're just trying to make you laugh, 
• and to make you aware of some of the 

human flaws and foibles that can be 
found in every politician and every 
political party. 
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VINCENT
• I'd also like to point out that we're 

"working from home" to create this 
video show.

• We're following social distancing 
guidelines, even though strictly speaking 
we don't have to. 
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VINCENT
• That's because, given the state of politics 

today, people like us who do political 
satire comedy are classified as "essential 
workers". 
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VINCENT
• Now let's get started with a little local 

controversy from last year.
• Most of you probably know that some of 

the very nicest new homes in Belen 
• are  up on the west mesa.  
• The homes at the edge of the west mesa 

have gorgeous views to the east, 
• looking out over the valley to the 

Manzanos.
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VINCENT

• Those lots have been in high demand, 
• sell for a nice price, 
• and have had large and luxurious new 

homes custom-built on them.  

• It was a very comfortable situation for 
those homeowners until …
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VINCENT
• a garishly-lighted, noisy new neighbor 

moved in.  
• And nobody is happy about it.  
• Some of the homeowners even went to the 

Belen city council to complain about the 
neighbor's lights spoiling their view and 
noise spoiling their evenings.
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VINCENT
• They demanded that the city council shut 

down construction on the new place.
• It didn't work, but we thought you'd enjoy 

hearing what they had to say to the council.
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MAGGIE / CATHY
http://gnstrickland.com/upcoming/lights.mp4
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BILL / MARIE
• BILL:  Did you take advantage of the tax-

free shopping weekend this year?
• MARIE:  Oh, yes, I did all my back-to-

school shopping for the grandkids.  
Bought them all a whole new wardrobe.

• BILL :  Well, what's that going to set me 
back?

• MARIE:  Don't worry.  Pajamas are not 
that expensive.
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VINCENT

• In New Mexico, both the Democratic 
and Republican parties

• Are like many other organizations today
• In that they have a demographic 

challenge.
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VINCENT

• They need more young people -- more 
"millennials".

• Those are young people who're 
between about 20 and 40.
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VINCENT

• And as a group, they have some typical 
characteristics.

• The parties will need to figure out how 
to appeal to this group if they want to 
recruit them.

• So we asked eminent New Mexico 
sociologist Dr. ALBINA TERRAZAS, our 
expert on millennials, for some 
guidance.
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SHORTI
• (academic professorial tone)
• Here are a few things I think you should 

know about millennials:
• First of all, they tend to be suspicious of 

organizations.  They don't really like 
formal  "meetings" with "agendas". 

• They just want to.. you know.. like.. 
"chill".
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SHORTI
• Also, researchers have found that 

millennials are reluctant to buy and own 
all kinds of things.

• They prefer to rent the kinds of things --
like houses, cars, and furniture -- that 
previous generations used to buy.

• In fact, I've heard that when millennials 
play "Wheel of Fortune", they never buy 
a vowel, they just rent one.
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SHORTI

• So here is an example of how you might 
approach a millennial as a prospective 
recruit to your party -- whichever party 
you belong to. 
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MAGGIE
http://gnstrickland.com/upcoming/Millennials.mp4
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???

• Speaking of Millennials, I was very 
interested in the story of Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle, who left the royal family 
this year to go out on their own.

• I thought this was an inspiring story to two 
generations:  both Millennials themselves 
and their Baby Boomer parents.
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???

• To Millennials, it must have been heartening  
to see a young couple break free and begin 
to chart their own destiny.

• To many Baby Boomers, it was a pleasure to 
see at least one Millennial move out of his 
grandmother's house and give up his 
allowance. 
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VINCENT
• This next song is about an incident that gets 

our vote for the most bizarre New Mexico 
story of the year. 

• It involves two schoolteachers from Queens, 
New York -- Jerry and Rita Alter --

• who retired and moved to Cliff, New Mexico, 
• which is a very tiny rural town near Silver 

City.
• In the last census, its population was 203.
• The Alters lived a quiet life in Cliff until they 

died in 2017. 
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VINCENT
• Based on what happened next, they are now the 

main -- really the only -- suspects in one of the 
biggest art thefts of the century,

• in which a painting by Villum deKooning, worth 
160 million dollars, 

• was taken from a very poorly-secured art 
museum in Tucson,  

• and remained missing 
• for over thirty years. 
• Cathy, tell us a little more about it.
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CATHY
http://gnstrickland.com/Videos/Cliff.mp4
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ANDY
• Another fascinating aspect of this already 

strange story came to light when it was 
discovered that Jerry Alter had published a 
little book of short stories.

• You can order it on Amazon.
• One of the pieces in that book told the story of 

a couple who stole a priceless emerald from a 
museum, and then kept it at home just to 
admire privately. 
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ANDY
• To some people this suggested a rather 

unusual motive. 
• Maybe the Alters just loved that painting so 

much 
• that they became obsessed with having it all 

to themselves. 
• And since they couldn't possibly buy a 

hundred and sixty million dollar painting, 
• they decided to just take it.
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MAGGIE
http://gnstrickland.com/upcoming/Delta.mp4
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???
• And while we're on the subject of dumb 

criminals, here's another story -- and this one 
has a Valencia County connection.

• In September, you may remember a story about 
Albuquerque police responding to a 911 call and 
finding two bodies in a burning SUV.

• They also discovered that there had been an 
attempted hijacking and a home invasion. 

• Multiple witnesses identified the perpetrator of 
all these crimes as a man named Dakota Briscoe.

• But by this time, Briscoe was long gone.
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???
• He had assumed his younger brother's identity, 

driving the brother's van and using his driver's 
license, and he was headed south on I25 
toward Mexico.

• And he might have gotten away with it, except 
that when he had to stop at the Border Patrol 
checkpoint just north of Las Cruces, it turned 
out that 
– the van's registration was expired
– and his brother's license was suspended
– and there was a warrant out for his brother for 

jumping bail in Valencia County.
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???
• When he was arrested on the Valencia County 

warrant, police learned his true identity and re-
arrested him for the double murder in 
Albuquerque. 
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VINCENT
• The Albuquerque Journal spotted something 

on the University of New Mexico  web site 
that seemed wrong, so we've invited Dr. 
Garnett Stokes, president of UNM, to explain 
it.
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VINCENT
• Dr. Stokes, UNM's web site says that the UNM 

faculty includes a Nobel Prize winner, and two 
winners of MacArthur "genius" grants.

13
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VINCENT
• But Dr. Stokes, isn’t it 

true that none of 
those 3 men have 
been on campus for 
over 20 years?

• Stokes:  Well, . . .
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VINCENT

• Surely you need to stop implying that 
they're still here holding classes.

• Stokes: Hey, I want the kind of faculty 
who win prestigious awards. Everyone has 
a dream -- don't kill mine.
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BETH / CATHY
http://gnstrickland.com/upcoming/UNMProfs.mp4
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VINCENT

• After this little "oversight" 
was called to the 
university's attention by 
the Albuquerque Journal, 

• and ran in other media, 
embarrassing UNM 
nationally,

• they finally did remove 
the references to the 
three deceased faculty 
from their web site.
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VINCENT

• And speaking of embarrassing moments in 
education--

• Are you familiar with Dr. Ryan Stewart?
• He's the new head of the Public Education 

Department -- the P.E.D. -- appointed by 
Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham.
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VINCENT
• Of course the governor considers this one of 

the most important positions in government,
• Because New Mexico was ranked dead last in 

education by both Education Week and        
U.S. News and World Report.

• But he was a controversial pick from the start, 
because Governor Lujan-Grisham fired a native 
New Mexican Hispanic woman from that 
position, and replaced her with Dr. Stewart, 
who's from . . . . Philadelphia. 

. 
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VINCENT

• And although he is a minority himself, he's black, 
which is a very small minority in our state, 
though blacks are  40% of Philadelphia.

• He has little experience with Latinos – and 
mostly with Northeastern Puerto Ricans rather 
than our Southwestern Mexican-Americans.

• And pretty much no experience with Native 
Americans.
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VINCENT

• Shoot, there's really not even anywhere in the 
state that has the kind of urban inner city 
schools that are a major focus of education 
reformers in places like Philadelphia.

• No, our problems tend to be more with rural 
school districts.

• Now of course, none of this indicates that he 
can't do the job, so we were willing to give him 
a chance, 

• BUT
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VINCENT
• We were a little rattled when he blew one of his 

very first tasks, which was the simple job of 
ordering his business cards,

• which said:
Ryan Stewart, PhD
Secretary of Educaton

• spelled E-D-U-C-A .. T-O-N
• That's right.
• He managed to mis-spell the word "education" 

on one of the very first, and most outwardly 
visible, documents issued by his office.
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VINCENT

• Of course this doesn't 
necessarily mean anything --
everybody makes mistakes --

• But it sure doesn't build 
confidence in his ability to 
focus on details. 
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SHORTI
• In that last song, I hope you caught that 

"Poe-ah-JOE-ah-cue-ee" was Stewart trying 
to pronounce "Pojoaque".

• But I can't really blame him there.
• Shoot, I remember when I first came to New 

Mexico – a lot of names were tricky.
• In fact, the first time I was in Pojoaque, I 

stopped for lunch and I asked the guy behind 
the counter "Say, how do you pronounce the 
name of this place, anyway?"
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SHORTI
• He gave me a funny look, then said very 

slowly and carefully:
– Burr ..  gurr ..  King  
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VINCENT

• I'd like to point out one more thing that 
worries us about Dr. Stewart:

• He started his job months ago and, like 
so many others, was working from home.

• That would be fine, but that home he 
was working from . . .was in Philadelphia!
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VINCENT

• When the Albuquerque Journal made 
this common knowledge, there was 
enough outcry that Luhan-Grisham 
reversed herself and told him that he 
must move to New Mexico.

• And he did that, but still, it's worrisome. 
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VINCENT

• He wasn't in much of a hurry to move 
down here and start familiarizing himself 
with our local population and our special 
issues and culture, was he?

• Or to be here in the state working hands-
on to supervise and smooth the opening 
of schools under the special pandemic 
conditions and regulations.
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VINCENT

• He didn't even show up at 
Representative Deb Haaland's town hall 
in July that was held for parents to 
answer school opening questions. 

• And it was a virtual meeting!  
• All he had to do was call in by phone 

from Philadelphia.
• It would have been a great chance to 

introduce himself to New Mexico 
parents.

19



VINCENT

• He finally showed up in the state on 
August 7 -- less than a week before schools 
opened.

• And all this was perfectly legal, but well, …
• All in all, it's just one more thing that 

doesn't build confidence in Dr. Stewart, 
does it? 

• He just doesn't seem committed to New 
Mexico. 
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VINCENT

• Reminds me of what happened last year 
when Belen hired Andrew DiCamillo (Dee 
Cam-ILL-oh) as its City Manager.

• Di Camillo started his new job, but never 
moved to Belen. 

• Instead, he worked from home in Aztec, 
making the 400-mile round trip whenever 
he absolutely couldn't avoid it.
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VINCENT

• Meanwhile, he lied to the City Council 
saying he was living in a local RV Park and 
looking for a home to buy. 

• When it all came out, he resigned, saying 
he didn't want to leave Aztec.

• Wow, what a burn, Belen!!  Moving here is 
less appealing than staying in Aztec?
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VINCENT

• So this next song is dedicated to both Ryan 
Stewart and Andrew DiCamillo, and also to all 
the rest of you who're working from home.

20



CATHY20
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BILL
• (over-dramatically) I just can't stand it. How 

stupid can our government be? How can our 
"leaders" be so shortsighted?  I just can't stand 
it.

MARIE
• Don't mind BILL. He's just upset.
• You see, he's a "news junkie".

BILL
• That's right, MARIE. Whenever I watch the news, 

I need a Valium.
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VINCENT

• After the legislative session ended this 
year, we learned that the new budget 
included $4.4 million to bail out the 
Athletics Departments at UNM and 
NMSU.

• I don't think I'm the only taxpayer who's 
not too happy about that choice. 
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VINCENT
• And that's because I know that the 

history of Athletics at UNM has been one 
of outrageous fiscal manipulation.  

• Some of their accounting practices really 
reached, in my opinion, the point of 
being illegal.

• Such as when they recorded a golfing trip 
to Scotland for donors as a basketball 
game in Italy for athletes.
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VINCENT

• But, well, I guess those shady accounting 
maneuvers worked out just fine for them 
in the end, right?

• And by bailing them out, I guess we're 
also telling them it's OK -- go right ahead 
and keep doing it.  

• So where might this trend be going?
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MIKE / TED /CATHY 
http://gnstrickland.com/upcoming/UNMAthletics.mp4
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???
• Speaking of sports, the NFL is 

holding its fall season with a 
strictly limited number of fans –
just the two teams playing each 
other in a stadium that's three-
quarters empty.
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???
• We understand that team owners 

were advised to reach out for 
consultation and expert advice on how 
to handle a situation like that – playing 
with hardly any fans in the stands.

• So that's just what Jerry Jones, owner 
of the Dallas Cowsboys, did.
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???
• Beep .. beep .. boop
• Hello, is this UNM?
• This is Jerry Jones. May I please speak 

to the Athletics Director?
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???
• Of course, I guess fans won't matter to 

UNM this next season, since all the 
games have now been cancelled.

• On the bright side, UNM is going to 
have its first undefeated season in God 
knows how long!
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VINCENT
• A couple of years ago, we sang about the  

highly embarrassing incident in which the 
city of Albuquerque lost half a million 
dollars to a  classic Nigerian-type scam.

• It was the kind of thing that really made the 
city look bad, and that you'd think would be 
a warning to all the other levels of 
government in New Mexico.
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VINCENT
• You'd think.
• (pause)
• But then this year, the County of Bernalillo fell 

for almost exactly the same scam,
• In which they carelessly accepted a change-of-

address request
• That sent about 400 thousand dollars in 

payments 
• To the U.S. P.O. Box address of an overseas 

scammer.
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VINCENT
• I'm guessing there are a lot of red faces up in 

the county -- or at least there should be.
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• This is probably a good time to make a 
Public Service Announcement about 
something else you should be aware of, so 

• If you get an email with the subject line, 
"Ding Dong", here's what you should know 
before you decide whether or not to open 
it:

• It was sent out by the Jehovah's Witnesses, 
working from home.

27 ???



???

• Trump has developed a bit of a reputation for 
his lapses in historical knowledge.
– For example, in August he told us that the 

Spanish flu of 1918 ended World War Two.
– Actually, the Spanish flu started in 1917, but 

what's a year more or less when you're off 
by almost 30 years, anyway?
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???

• That was a pretty good flub, but nothing will 
probably ever top his July 4th speech last year 
in which he said that:
– In the Revolutionary War, George 

Washington's troops captured the airports.

28



???
• Can you see a little kid in the late 1700s asking 

his grandfather: "What did you do in the war, 
Grandpa?"

• "Well, son, I was proud to stand with General 
Washington at the Battle of Baggage Claim 6 
at Newark International."

• "Tell me about it, grandpa."
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???
• We were plenty worried when we heard that 

the redcoats were on the way.
• Luckily, Paul Revere had TSA pre-check, so he 

was able to go ahead and warn the others that 
the British were coming.
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???
• And I think God must have been on our side, 
• because it turned out that the British troops  had 

had to transfer in Atlanta 
• so they were delayed and in a bad mood because 

they'd had nothing to eat for hours but tiny 
packages of peanuts.

• The fighting that day …
was brutal. 
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• You all know that the combination of the 
corona virus and the oil price collapse 
has been an economic disaster for New 
Mexico.

• And it was made all the worse because 
just a month before all that .. heck broke 
loose, the legislature had believed we 
had an 800 million dollar surplus thanks 
to a boom in the New Mexico oilfields.

31 VINCENT



• So of course they went on a spending 
spree:  not just schools and roads, but 
crazy things like a frisbee golf course in 
Taos and diaper-changing stations in 
Santa Fe.  

• Many people, including well-known fiscal 
hawk Senator John Arthur Smith of 
Deming, warned against assuming that 
the boom was more than just temporary. 

31 VINCENT



• But a big pot of money to politicians is 
just like catnip to a kitty -- it's irresistible. 

• Then only about a month later, the oil 
crash came, and  they had to face the 
tough reality that there just wasn't 
enough money to pay for everything they 
had promised, 

• So they had to be called back to a special 
session to make difficult choices and 
cuts.

31 VINCENT



• Well, that had the legislators singing a sad 
new tune on spending.  

• And here to sing that very tune for you are:  
–Senator John Arthur Smith 
–and the New Mexico                    

Legislative Glee Club!

31 VINCENT



32 ???
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VINCENT
• By the way, we were very sorry to hear that 

John Arthur Smith won't be coming back to 
the Senate next year.

• As we endure the coming fiscal problems, 
the New Mexico legislature will particularly 
miss his deep knowledge and experience in 
budgeting, and his solidly sensible and 
conservative approach to finance.

• Good bye, John Arthur!
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VINCENT
• However, John Arthur Smith was such a 

towering figure in the Senate for over 30 
years,

• That we thought he should have his own 
ballad, summing up his long life of service.

• Harry?
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• Among the hospitalizations and 
even deaths that the Corona virus 
has caused, 

• Most of us don't want to look like 
we're complaining about some of 
the other, more minor, effects of 
the pandemic.

• But they're still there.

35 ???



• For example, I'm a coffee 
addict, and I love my Starbucks.

• I've missed it so much that the 
other day I tried to re-create 
the Starbucks experience         
at home. 

35 ???



• So first I made my own coffee.
• Then I burned a ten-dollar bill.
(pause)
• Then I called out my name -- and 

mispronounced it.
• Then I wandered all over the house, 

looking for a place to sit.

35 ???



CATHY

• The quarantine has affected me, too, 
you know.

• I was originally scheduled to have my 
30th birthday in May, 

• But due to the pandemic, I've 
postponed it indefinitely and will be 
turning 30 at a date to be announced 
later.
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• And of course, we -- the Mansion 
Players -- were really sad to hear that 
the Luna Mansion will not be re-
opening after the quarantine is lifted.

• We took our name from it and have 
performed there several times.

• And it's not the only business to suffer.

37



???
• We heard that even Wal-Mart has been 

hurt by the lockdown,
• And that they actually considered 

completely closing both stores in the 
county.

• In the end, of course, they didn't, thank 
goodness, because it would have put 

• (pause and calculate, counting on fingers)
• four cashiers out of work.

38



• And now here’s Leenie to tell you 
how the CoVID virus has changed 
her life for the worse.

39 VINCENT



40 LEENIE
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• Leenie mentioned Dr. Anthony Fauci in 
that last song, and that reminded me 
of watching him throw out that first 
pitch at a baseball game.
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• I don't want to be too hard on him, 
because he's never claimed to be a 
baseball player, but really, that pitch 
was just awful! 

• It didn't even make it to the plate -- it 
bounced on the ground first -- and it 
was also yards to the left of the batter. 

41 ???



• Of course the catcher quickly jumped 
up and ran over to retrieve it, and the 
game went on.

• Now some people might have been 
embarrassed by that, but Dr. Fauci
didn't seem to be, so I figure he might
have done it on purpose .. 

• because he just doesn't want anyone to 
catch anything.

41 ???



• What with the virus and the lockdown, 
unemployment, police brutality, 
protests, riots, toppling statues and all, 
2020 has sure been a tough year so far.

• But there's a least one thing good 
about it.

• At least all those real problems have 
knocked "plastic straws" off the front 
page of the Albuquerque Journal. 
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POSSIBLE
INTERMISSION

HERE



• TED: Those were some pretty good 
jokes, right, Gracie?  I mean, MARJ.

• MARJ: Oh, yes.  It reminded me of a 
great joke I heard about the virus 
yesterday.

• TED: So what is it?  Tell me.

43 TED/MARJ



• MARJ: No, sorry, I don't want to spread 
it around.

• TED: Wouldn't want that, no.
• MARJ: Besides, if I told it to you now, 

we'd have to wait two weeks to see if 
you got it.

43 TED/MARJ



• MARJ: But there is something else I can 
tell you.

• TED: What's that?
• MARJ: I'm so glad the Governor has 

decided to let so many businesses re-
open.

• TED: Well, we all are.  It's been tough.
• MARJ: Yes, and I saw it coming.
• TED: You saw it coming?

43 TED/MARJ



• MARJ: That's right. When the Governor 
announced she was closing barber 
shops, hair and nail salons, gyms, and 
tanning booths, I was plenty worried.

• (pause)
• MARJ: I thought to myself:  "Man, it's 

about to get real ugly out there".

43 TED/MARJ



• TED: Say good night, MARJ.
• MARJ: Good night, MARJ.

43 TED/MARJ



ANOTHER POSSIBLE
LOCATION FOR 

THE INTERMISSION
HERE



• Last year, former Sheriff Rene Rivera 
ran for his previous office again, and 
lost.  

• Those of you who've lived in Valencia 
County for a few years probably 
remember Rene's history from his 
previous term in office, and why he 
may have lost.

44 VINCENT



• He was controversial in many ways – he 
was accused of personally profiting 
from his office, for example, and of 
misappropriating funds from – of all 
things – a Christmas toy drive for 
underprivileged children. 

44 VINCENT



• There were other problems, including 
an arrest for domestic violence, but the 
one I want to talk about now is both 
pettier and, in some ways, more 
troubling.

44 VINCENT



• A few months before election day, 
then-sheriff Rivera spent thousands of 
dollars to have his name painted in gold 
on 50 cars belonging to the sheriff's 
department.  

44 VINCENT



• This had never been 
done before, and it 
was hard to see it as 
anything but using his 
office – and public 
money – for free 
political advertising.

44 VINCENT



• He lost that election, and not only did 
the new sheriff have Rivera's name 
removed, but

• The county commission passed a 
resolution prohibiting county officials 
from putting their names on county 
vehicles.
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• But all this was years ago in 2010, so why 
are we bringing it up now?

• Because Trump just pulled a similar stunt.
• For the first time ever, a President's name 

– Trump's name – was printed on a check 
issued by the IRS.

• It appears on all stimulus checks – maybe 
you've already seen it, if you didn't have 
direct deposit.

44 VINCENT



• At first, apparently, Trump's idea had 
been to print his signature in the 
signature block on all the checks, 

• as though he were personally 
distributing the money.

• Turned out, however, that Trump is 
not authorized to sign checks from 
the IRS.

44 VINCENT



• So he did the next best thing and 
ordered that his name be placed on the 
left hand side of each check.

44 VINCENT



• Just like with Rene Rivera, it was hard to 
see this as anything but using his office 
– and public money – for free political 
advertising.

• Why not just print a campaign slogan 
on the back of the check?

44 VINCENT



• Or put a MAGA hat on the Statue of 
Liberty?

44 VINCENT



• Either way, it's clear 
that he wanted to 
make sure that the 
distribution of checks 
would showcase 
himself.

• Tell us about it, John, 
Paul, George, Ringo,   
. . .

44 VINCENT



• Either way, it's clear 
that he wanted to 
make sure that the 
distribution of checks 
would showcase 
himself.

• Tell us about it, John, 
Paul, George, Ringo,   
. . . and Donald?

44 VINCENT
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ANOTHER POSSIBLE
LOCATION FOR 

THE INTERMISSION
HERE



• The Republicans and Democrats certainly 
have different platforms and policies this 
year, but they also have something in 
common:  

• candidates who're over 70.
• Trump is 74, and Biden is 77!
• So the upcoming debates are going to be a 

kind of "dual of the dinosaurs".
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• Usually, of course, when two men in their  
70s are locked in a hard-fought competition, 
it's not over until 

• One of them yells "Bingo!"
• But this should be different.
• And Cathy wants to share her thoughts as 

she looks forward to watching it happen.
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47 CATHY
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• That reminds me of a joke.
• When the skies in California turned a strange, 

eerie orange during the wildfires, that reminded 
some people of Donald Trump.

• So of course Joe Biden was concerned about all 
this free publicity for his rival. 

• Being a religious man, he turned to prayer.
• "Please, God, if it be your will, please send 

weather that will make the people of California 
think of me."

48 2???



• And maybe God likes Joe Biden, because the very 
next day --

• The weather report was 77 and hazy.

48 2???



• And while we're on the topic of the Presidential 
rivals, did you watch either or both of the party 
conventions this year?

• Both candidates described their rival as leading 
the country into darkness and defeat, and 
offered themselves as the leader to bring us 
forward into a sunny, bright future. 

• That's great, but … 
• Well, I don't know about you, but I'm not 

completely comfortable with anyone in their 70s 
who asks me to follow them toward the light. 

49 ???



• Two of the most depraved criminals in 
the state are now in custody -- again.

• I'm not talking about some mass 
murderers -- I'm talking about Susan 
Harris and her husband Bill from 
Albuquerque. 

50 VINCENT



• The Harrises are white collar criminals, 
so they're non-violent, 

• But they're the very worst kind of 
criminals, 

• The kind who prey on the most 
helpless and vulnerable people in our 
society,

• And in many cases ruin their lives.

50 VINCENT



• Susan was the president of Ayudando
Guardians -- a company that managed 
the finances of elderly people who had 
been ruled incompetent to manage 
their own money.

• And she and her husband stole over 11 
million dollars from thousands of their 
unsuspecting clients, leaving many 
destitute.

50 VINCENT



• When they were exposed, they faced 
significant time in prison--

• Susan was looking at 30 years.
• So they simply skipped out.
• After they had been found guilty, they 

just disappeared 
• And didn't show up for their 

sentencing hearing in March.
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• The U.S. Federal Marshals went 
hunting for them, 

• And it didn't take very long to find 
them, either,

• Because they didn't run very far.
• Like many criminals, they weren't very 

imaginative in looking for a place to 
hide.

50 VINCENT



• Not only did they not run far,
• But they made the mistake of taking 

their Chihuahua with them.
• Cops who had staked out their 

suspected hideout spotted the 
unsuspecting canine stool pigeon out 
on the lawn doing its business.  

50 VINCENT



• And then the cops, who had just been 
waiting to identify the correct 
apartment in the complex, swooped in. 

• The Harrises are now back in 
Albuquerque and facing additional 
charges for trying to escape,

• So they'll spend even more time in 
federal prison.

50 VINCENT



• All because they made a very poor 
decision when they decided to make a 
run for it

• not to a foreign country with no 
extradition treaty,

• but rather to ….
• Well, I'll let Bill Harris tell you himself.

50 VINCENT
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CATHY
• That last song reminded me of when I 

used to live in Oklahoma.
• Newcomers there were almost always 

fascinated by twisters.
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CATHY
• I remember when my in-laws from 

out-of-town visited, for example, and 
we had a couple of tornados in the 
area.

• They stood with their faces glued to 
the living room windows.

• Eventually, of course, I had to let them 
in.
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VINCENT
• And speaking of weather, my 

goodness, look who's here.  It's former 
television weatherman Mark Ronchetti
(Ron-KET-tea), who just easily won the 
Republican nomination for the Senate.

• He'll be competing for that job against 
well-known Democrat Ben Ray Lujan, 
who's been in Washington for 12 years 
now as the Representative from 
District 3. 
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VINCENT
• Over that time, Ben Ray rose to the 

second-in-command in the House 
Democratic hierarchy, a powerful 
leadership position.

• But now he's stepped down to run for 
Senator instead.
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VINCENT
• It will be an uphill battle for Mark, given 

Ben Ray's Washington experience, and his 
political and family connections back here 
in New Mexico –Ben Ray's father was 
Speaker of the House here, and his cousin 
is the Governor.

• And some have questioned whether a 
meteorologist, a television personality, 
with no previous political experience 
should even be running for the Senate.
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VINCENT
• They want to know if he has the personal

qualities needed to run in a hard-fought 
race.

• So what can you tell us about that, Mark?
• Can you handle a tough campaign?
• Are you really ready for the pressure? 
• What’s your "forecast"?
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???
• TED: Wasn't it great when the 

Governor decided to start to lift the 
quarantine?

• MARJ: Yes, I was glad to get back to 
normal shopping. There was toilet 
paper on the shelves again, and it was 
much easier to find the bleach after it 
was moved back to the laundry aisle 
from the pharmacy.
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??? / ???
• MARJ:  (coughs)
• TED: You don't suppose you have the 

corona virus, do you?  You're coughing 
rather badly.

• MARJ: Oh, that's strange, because  
I've been practicing it all night.
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• TED: Maybe you caught it from a bird. I 

just learned that eagles can carry it, and 
they're flying in over the border from 
Mexico. 

• MARJ: Well, then, we certainly need to 
watch out for those "ill eagle immigrants".

• TED: Say goodnight, Marj.
• MARJ: Goodnight, Marj.
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VINCENT
• It's been claimed that Joe Biden is so 

touchy-feely that he's practically a 
molester.

• Others say it's just Joe's warm and 
people-loving personality --

• That he's just a "handsy" kind of guy 
by nature.
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VINCENT
• But here's the thing:  not everyone is 

comfortable with that.
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VINCENT
• So Joe's campaign advisor felt obliged 

to sit down with him the other day 
and remind him of something that 
Joe's actually known for a very long 
time.
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TED/ MARJ
• MARJ:  Oh, TED, I meant to tell you 

that I read some good news in the 
paper this morning.

• TED:  Well, that's refreshing these 
days.  So what was the good news?
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TED/ MARJ
• MARJ:  Well, I read that the World 

Health Organization  ...
• TED:  WHO
• MARJ:  The World Health Organization
• TED:  That's right.  WHO

58



TED/ MARJ
• MARJ:  TED, please pay attention this 

time.  I can't keep repeating myself.  
The World Health Organization.

• TED: That' right.  The World Health 
Organization is called "WHO" -- W. H. 
O.  Do you see?
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TED/ MARJ
• MARJ:  Ohhhh.  Anyway, they 

announced that dogs are immune to 
the corona virus, so they can all come 
out of quarantine now.  

• TED:  That's great.
• MARJ:  Sure is. I'm glad ----- (carefully 

using her new knowledge) WHO -- let 
the dogs out.
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TED/ MARJ
• TED:  Say good night, MARJ.
• MARJ: Good night, MARJ.
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VINCENT
• Thank God the Republican primary for 

Congressional District 2 is over!
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VINCENT
• You've probably seen at least some of 

the crazy attack ads that Claire Chase 
and Yvette Herrell ran during that 
Republican primary.
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VINCENT
• As the Albuquerque Journal noted, 

there wasn't much difference in the 
platforms of the two candidates, 

• So to try to make a distinction in the 
minds of voters, 

• Each candidate claimed that she was 
closer to Trump and a stronger 
supporter of his policies.
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VINCENT
• While each also claimed that her 

opponent was not a true Trump 
loyalist.

• And both were able to find examples 
of occasions on which the other had 
criticized Trump.
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VINCENT
• Then there was also an allegation that 

Yvette had telephoned certain key 
voters

• to personally spread rumors of Claire's 
alleged infidelities 

• while her husband was on duty in 
Afghanistan.

59



VINCENT
• Pretty ugly. 
• And then when we invited both to a 

public forum together, they just 
continued that theme.
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VINCENT
• Yvette won that primary, so she'll be 

facing Xochitl Torres Small in the 
general election in November.

• Some of the new attack ads are 
already playing on TV.

• Let the fun begin!
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SHORTI
• I hate to say it, but I think the statistics on 

CoVid deaths were somewhat distorted.
• I understand that hospitalizations and 

deaths with multiple contributing factors 
were often specifically attributed to 
coronavirus, in part because hospitals 
were paid more for those cases.

• So they might say, for example, that a 
patient died from coronavirus . . .         

complicated by     . . . a heart attack!
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SHORTI
• What really convinced me that this 

was happening was when I saw the 
reports on CoVid deaths in the 
Albuquerque International Zone.

• That's the southeast part of the city 
that's also known as the War Zone 
because of its high rate of crime and 
violence.
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SHORTI
• So one week last spring, UNM Hospital 

reported that the War Zone area had 3 
deaths due to coronavirus --
complicated by bullet holes.
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VINCENT
• Trump has expressed his fear that mail-in 

balloting is likely to result in various kinds 
of fraud.  

• One possibility he's talked about is that 
mail-in ballots may simply not be counted.

• So in early September, he encouraged his 
followers to first cast a mail ballot, then to 
go to the polls personally on election day 
and try to vote again.
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VINCENT
• As he explained it, this would be the 

best way to test the system, because
• If the voter's attempt to vote again 

were blocked, it would prove that the 
system had worked, and that the 
voter's first vote had been received.
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VINCENT
• On the other hand, if the voter was

allowed to vote again, that would 
prove that the first vote had not been 
counted.

• But in that case, the second vote 
would count, so the voter would still 
have the chance to cast a ballot.  
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VINCENT
• Maybe that's a little complicated, so 

we'll just ask President Trump to 
explain it himself.

62



???63
http://gnstrickland.com/upcoming/VoteTwice.mp4

http://gnstrickland.com/upcoming/VoteTwice.mp4


???
• I suppose you've heard that the 

movement to remove school names or 
sports mascots that are considered 
racist has hit New Mexico.

• Oñate High School in Las Cruces has 
been re-named, and the Cobre High 
School mascot Chief Wahoo is out. 
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???
• The problem is, of course, finding new 

names and new mascots.
• Oñate high school, for example, was 

renamed the more generic "Organ 
Mountain High School", 

• because generic is always safer, even if 
it's blander, too.
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???
• The Washington Redskins had the 

same problem, and they took the 
same generic approach to a solution, 
at least temporarily.

• They've just started calling the former 
Redskins the "Washington Football 
Team" till they can come up with 
something.

64



???
• Here's their bland, boring, generic new 

logo:
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???
• I don't know about you, Vincent, but I 

don't think that's a very good solution, 
either.

• I mean, I saw them play last season, 
and I think they have a lot of nerve 
calling themselves . . . a football team.
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• What's their new season going to be 

sponsored by:
–BEER and CARS   ?????
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• OK, so what's going to replace the 

contact sports -- football and 
basketball and soccer?

• I've got a suggestion:      fencing.
• It's the perfect sport for COVID:
• Both sides masks and gloves.
• And if someone gets closer to you 

than 6 feet, you stab them!
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VINCENT
• Remember Nancy Pelosi's visit to a hair 

salon for indoor service at a time when 
salons in San Francisco weren't open to 
the public except for outdoor service.
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VINCENT
• She claims it was a set-up, and it may 

have been, because the salon did allow 
her in, and then provided video 
security tape of her, with wet hair and 
no mask,  to the news media.

• Still, shouldn't she have known better 
and been careful to set a good 
example?
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• Something similar was happening here in 
New Mexico, too, at least for a while.

• Early on the in the pandemic, Michelle's 
pixie-perfect short hair-do remained 
remarkably consistent week after week.

• Well, apparently Michelle was managing 
that by bringing her hairdresser to her 
home.
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• While technically this wasn't a violation of 
the stay-at-home order for Michelle herself, 
she certainly was guilty of entrapping the 
hairdresser into violating it.

• And in any case, it was certainly a violation 
of the "we're all in this together" spirit that 
Michelle was trying to promote.
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• Of course, we're not the only ones who 
noticed this, and when Michelle was called 
on it, apparently she decided to abide by 
the same rules as everyone else. 

• And here are the pictures to prove it:
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• March The cute little Michelle we all know.

68



• March

• May

This seems to be about 
where she started to 
realize people were 
noticing.

68



• March

• May

• July Four months on, and 
starting to get a little 
shaggy as she 
addresses the 
Democratic convention.
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• March

• May

• July

• September
Now she's starting to look like 
the rest of us. Maybe she's 
going for the sympathy vote?
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VINCENT
• And that wasn't the Governor's only 

"applies to everyone but me" moment  
in Santa Fe.
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VINCENT
• Thanks to 

Jessica Garate
(GAH-rah-tay)
at KRQE, 

• we got the 
story.
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VINCENT
• During the stay-at-home order in April, 

when non-essential businesses were 
not allowed to do any transactions, 
even curbside, our governor called a 
jewelry store and made a purchase 
which was left curbside for someone 
else to pick up and bring to her.
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VINCENT
• There's some disagreement on details 

here -- whether the curb was at the 
store or at the employee's home, for 
example and whether it was picked up 
by a state employee or a friend of the 
governor.
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VINCENT
• But either way, many people see the 

incident as a violation of the spirit of the 
lockdown, stay-at-home, "nothing but 
essentials" rules.

• But not our gov.
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VINCENT
• Her justifications, though, are not 

convincing everyone. 
• So in our next song, she'll share her 

very simple plan to legitimize her 
purchase under the Corona virus 
restrictions. 
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TED/ MARJ
• TED:  Did you hear that Trump has 

sent federal troops into Albuquerque?
• MARJ:  Well, yes, but that's just silly.  It  

doesn't make any sense, you know.
• TED:  Why not?
• MARJ:  Everybody knows that there's 

no oil in Albuquerque.  
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VINCENT

• After telling so many disheartening stories,
• we'd like to offer you at least one piece of 

good news.
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VINCENT

• We understand that Amazon will be 
building a distribution center in west 
Albuquerque that will provide 1000 new 
jobs.

• Here's how I heard about the great news on 
CNN.
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???

• News anchor: In economic news today, 
Amazon has announced that it will be 
building a new distribution center in New 
Mexico.

• Co-Anchor: What?? I thought President 
Trump was going to stop companies from 
building new facilities … out of the country!
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??
• And in other recent news, Joe Biden finally 

named his choice for Vice President and, as 
expected, it was a black female, Kamala 
(COMMA-Lah) Harris.

• Some saw this as pretty open pandering.
• But still, not to be outdone, Trump thought he 

had to follow suit -- without dumping Mike 
Pence, of course. 

• So he promised to give a black female … name 
. . .

• to the next hurricane. 
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VINCENT

• At the special budget session in June, New 
Mexico legislators used a familiar word in a 
way that I had never heard before: "SAND".

• As in "I had to sand off the top of the door 
about half an inch so it would close."
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VINCENT

• But the legislature used it as a supposedly  
gentler, softer way to talk about cutting the 
budget.

• So, for example, they don't say "We're 
cutting 4% from state salaries" but rather 
"We're going to sand state salaries by 4%".
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VINCENT

• It's like calling layoffs "downsizing", or taxes 
"revenue enhancement", or a stock crash a 
"market correction". 

• Unless, of course, you're the state worker or 
teacher whose promised salary raise is 
being "sanded". 
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VINCENT

• But the lawmakers in Santa Fe seem to 
believe, and to try to convince voters, that if 
you use a different term, you'll feel better 
about the cuts.

• Let's listen to one lawmaker try to explain 
this to a group of teachers whose paychecks 
are short.
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VINCENT

• I'm sure you remember the controvery over 
the Post Office earlier in the summer.

• The Postmaster General, Mr. Louis DeJoy, was 
accused of taking actions to deliberately slow 
the mail in order to affect the November 
elections.

• So we invited Mr. DeJoy, to help us 
understand the situation. 
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VINCENT

• Mr. DeJoy, just how slow is the Post Office?
• Bill:  Looks steadily at the camera and says 

nothing for a count of 6-Mississippi, then:
Not too bad. 

• Vincent:  Thank you, sir.  No more questions.
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VINCENT

• During the pandemic, Trump was 
understandably hopeful, at first, that the 
virus could be contained, then later that it 
would quickly either be brought under 
control of die out naturally within just a few 
days or at most a few weeks.
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VINCENT

• When neither of those things happened, he 
pinned his hopes on a series of things that 
might treat or even cure the disease.  Some 
of his suggestions for treatment were more 
sensible than others, and some of what he 
said was really outlandish. 
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VINCENT

• The rumor in Washington was that White 
House aides began to dread Trump's daily 
press briefings, in which he would often have 
sudden strange inspirations about new 
treatments and then share them.
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VINCENT

• It wasn't always clear where those ideas 
came from  -- perhaps random web sites or 
television -- but they would suddenly pop up 
in a very public way, sort of like a brain attack 
or a brain wave or something.  
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VINCENT

• Some of his aides were having nasty 
flashbacks to his previous odd statements 
such as "windmills cause cancer" and "we 
should try dropping a nuclear bomb on a 
hurricane". 
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VINCENT

• After many of these odd and off-the-cuff 
remarks, his aides were the ones who had to 
come along behind and try to explain or 
justify or "clarify" --or sometimes completely 
contradict-- the President's remarks.  
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VINCENT

• So it's only natural that they got to be a little 
tense during the President's briefings --
nervously waiting to see what he'd say next.  

• Here's one of those aides sharing her feelings 
listening to some of those daily briefings.
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VINCENT81
• Interesting fact: According to Wikipedia, 
• Valencia County, New Mexico, has the 

longest record for predicting presidential 
election winners in the entire country, 
voting for the winning candidate in every 
election since 1952. 

• So I'd like to take advantage of our amazing 
ability to predict elections by conducting a 
completely unscientific poll of our audience.



VINCENT81
• Now first of all, we need to remember that 

this small group is not representative of the 
county as a whole. 

• That should be obvious, right?
– I mean, you must be a group with a relatively 

high IQ,
– and a relatively high interest in politics,
– and excellent taste, 
– or you wouldn’t be at a show like this, right?



VINCENT81
• With that said, I'd like to see what this 

group is thinking about doing in November.
• So, please clap now if you'll be voting for 

President Trump.



VINCENT81
• And if you're supporting Vice President 

Joseph Biden, please clap now.



VINCENT81
• Hmm.  Hard to judge. 
• Well, I guess I'll let you figure out for 

yourself which side was more enthusiastic.
• Now let's watch in November and see if 

Valencia can keep up our winning streak.



VINCENT

• For our finale this year, we decided to do a 
song that recognizes this amazing and 
unique -- at least we hope it's unique --
year.   

• Let's bring back the whole gang for a 
tribute to 2020.  
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VINCENT

• Well, that's our show.
• Hope you liked it.

83



VINCENT

• Thanks again!
• See you at the polls this fall!
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